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that, one can also achieve youthful longevity, power to move about in the sky
and on different planets and also enter the heavens with the mortal body.
If we look into the sciences of sages with deep insight and conduct
research, we may arrive at a conclusion that these sacrifices of limbs of living
beings are not correct. It can be surmised that a person who constantly
chants the incantations of Bhuvaneswari millions of times, naturally perceives
gradually through his deep concentration, that he himself severed his legs,
plucked his eyes and ears one after the other. If that person steadfastly,
withstands this feeling by his will-power, the deity grants favours to him and
thus he could achieve the desired powers. Some persons who are ignorant
of the intricate interpretations of the achievements that result from Dhyana-
yoga which are complimentary to the powers of incantations, wrongly
attribute these sacrifices to live limbs and mislead ignorant public as well
as public by suppressing the real meaning of the sciences.
It appears to be a customary practice to offer gifts and charities and
give feasts to brahmins after achieving the desired results from penance,
or performing yagnas and yagas.
Though such incantations and other rituals are not there now, there
are people who, with an eye on righteousness, and in order to appease the
elements, offer feasts and gifts. When we read Bhagavatam we find that Lord
Krishna was weighed in gold. Even some kings in olden days weighed them-
selves in precious rnetals in Andhra. Rajah Kochherlakota Venkataraya
weighed himself in gold during the 18th century and afterwards performed
several yagas and gave feasts to several lakhs of brahmins twice. However,
the incident of Lord Krishna weighing himself and the others are entirely on
different planes. When the Lord was attempted to be weighed, no amount
of gold sufficed, whereas there was no such significance to the subsequent
weighings of humans which are very limited in concept.
Vedas
The controversy whether Vedas are three or four in number is a very
old one coming through ages. " Trayee Vedah" is an authentic first saying.
But according to tradition, the vedas emanated from the faces of Brahma
and as Brahma had four heads, the Vedas must also be four. The Vedic
Pandits of Godavari region clarified that originally the Vedas were three but,
in order to propitiate the war weapons by incantations, those incantations
relating to them had been taken out from the three Vedas Rig, Yajur and Sama
and then compiled Adharva, the fourth Veda. Out of all the yagas c Sarva-
tomukha yaga' is the greatest. There are specific c Adhwaras ' (religious
ceremony) to each of the three vedas, namely Rig, Yajur and Sama, whereas,
there is no separate c Adhwara 'for Adharvana Veda thus clearing the doubt
that it is not a separate Veda by itself (p. 199). Some people may think
it an impediment in the theory that Vedas emanated from the four faces of
Brahma. This has to be interpreted in this manner: studded with the multi-